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'Water
inquiry/^
move
sought

/
PERCHLtiRATEjAsenator
•wants a state boaiij to take
over anMand
contamination probe.
BY SHARON McNARY
THX PPSS5 ENTEKPMSI

State Sen. NeH Soto on Friday
accused the Santa Ana Regional
Water Quality Control Board of
holding secret, illegal talks about
perchlorate- contamination in
Inland area wells and astaJ the
board's parent agency to take
over an Investigation.
"While the Regiqnal Board

holds secret sessions, it Is esti-
mated that In my District there
may be a 20 minion gallon per day
shortfall of drfnfctng water," Soto,
D-Pomona, •wrote to Attorney
GeneralBiB Lockyer.
Sola's district Includes areas of

Klalto, Sbntana and Coltpn where
perchlorate has been detected in
groundwater Four water retail-
ers have closed 19 wells after
finding the chemical, which is
used in the manufacture of rock-
et fuel, explosives and: fireworks
Ills believed to damage the thy-
roid. ..

Soto said she doubted the abil-
ity of the regional board to man-
age "a massive groupdwater con-
tamination crisis," and asked
the California Stste Water
Resources Control Board to as-
sume investigation of perchlorate
pollution in the San Bernardino
Valley

Santa Ana regional board _
Executive Officer s Gerard
Thibeaalt said the perchlorate
issue' was bis staffs highest pri-
ority on A that it should rcznain
under the the regfonalioard's Ju-
risdiction. \ I
"Well be surprised If anyone

frp« any good scientific rationale
for moving this investigation to
another Jurisdiction,'' TMbeault
said.

Soto also asked the state re-
sources board to rescind the re-
gional board's Sept 13 vote lift-
ing cleanup and abatement or-
ders against Goodrich Corp
and Kwikset Corp The vote
took place in a closed session
that had not been advertised on
the agenda.

The two companies were ac-
cused by the regional board of
polluting groundwater in. the
vicinity ot San Bernardino
County's Mid-Valley Sanitary
T-flnrlffn.

Regional board Chairwoman
Carole Beswlck said that delib-
eration of the issue in executive
session following a daylong open
hearing was Inadvertently omit-
ted from the board's agenda,
and that she would be witting to
rescind the board's vote and dis-
cuss the Issue in public.
Tbibeault said the regional

board Is permitted under
law to deliberate enforcement
actions in closed session and
that the board's attorney proper-
ly announced the reasons for the
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